Intraoperative fracture of the right coronary artery: recognition and management.
We describe the recognition and management of two patients who developed intraoperative fracture of the right coronary artery (RCA). Both patients had a calcified RCA without a hemodynamically significant stenosis. Compression of the right atrioventricular groove during the surgical procedure resulted in fracture of the RCA, leading to ventricular arrhythmias and hemodynamic instability. Coronary bypass grafting without cardioplegic arrest was used for definitive diagnosis and treatment. Both patients made a rapid and uneventful recovery.